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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kohno 
(US 6,61 1 ,859 B1 ) in view of Asami (US 20050086379). 

Regarding claim 1 

Referring to claim 1 Kohno discloses a method in a client data processing system for 
managing network addresses, the method comprising: comparing a received network 
address with a prior network address-wherein the received network address is received 
at the client data processing system, wherein the received network address is sent from 
a first server, [[andll wherein the prior network address is associated with the client data 
processing system, wherein the prior network address had been sent from a second 
server different than the first server, and wherein the received network address is 
received subsequent to receipt of the prior network address: responsive to comparing, 
creating, at the client data processing system, a release data packet wherein the 
release data packet includes the prior network address- [[and]] wherein the release 
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packet contains instructions for the second server to release the prior network address 
for reuse, (Col. 7 lines 12-44 First of all, the operation (including a hand-over) of a 
DHCP client (or a radio-communication terminal) already connected to a server is 
explained. As shown in FIG. 4, the flowchart begins with a step ST31 at which the client 
forms a judgment as to whether or not a DHCP offer packet was received from another 
server. If a DHCP offer packet was received from another server, the flow of the 
operation goes on to a step ST32 at which a communication with this server is carried 
out in accordance with the ordinary DHCP process to set an address. Then, at a step 
ST33, the client transmits a DHCP release packet to the already connected server to 
release an address used so far, that is, to complete a hand-over. Finally, at a step 
ST34, the operation is completed. (17) If a DHCP offer packet was not received from 
another server, on the other hand, the flow of the operation goes on from the step ST31 
to a step ST35 at which the client forms a judgment as to whether or not a control signal 
was received from at least one of the servers. If a control signal was received from at 
least one of the servers, the flow of the operation goes on to a step ST36 at which a 
desired connection ranking table is created. In this case, the client observes the 
reception level of the control signal received from the server to obtain a desired 
connection ranking based on an observed value. It should be noted, however, that a 
reception level not exceeding a reference value is not included in the ranking. Here, a 
reference value means a level under which a good quality can not be assured. Then, at 
a step ST37, the contents of the desired connection ranking table are transmitted 
periodically to the already connected server. Subsequently, the flow of the operation 
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goes back to the step ST31 . Kohno did not disclose wherein the release data packet 
contains further instructions for the second server to send an update to a domain name 
server to delete an entry mapping the prior network address to a name for the client 
data processing system, and wherein creating is initiated only after the current network 
address has been bound to the client data processing system: sending the release data 
packet to the second server; [[and]] storing the new network address and an 
identification of the first server. The general concept of wherein the release data packet 
contains further instructions for the second server to send an update to a domain name 
server to delete an entry mapping the prior network address to a name for the client 
data processing system, and wherein creating is initiated only after the current network 
address has been bound to the client data processing system: sending the release data 
packet to the second server; [[and]] storing the new network address and an 
identification of the first server is well known in the art as taught by Asami. Asami 
d iscloses wherein the release data packet contains further instructions for the second 
server to send an update to a domain name server to delete an entry mapping the prior 
network address to a name for the client data processing system, and wherein creating 
is initiated only after the current network address has been bound to the client data 
processing system; sending the release data packet to the second server; [[and]] storing 
the new network address and an identification of the first server. (Paragraph [0038] 
When the DNS server 1 receives the above-mentioned ACK 2, it deletes the IP address 
assigned to the terminal pel from the look-up table 5 and the reverse look-up table (S4) 
and registers the IP address once more in a set of not-yet-used IP addresses. [0039] In 
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this manner, according to the present embodiment, it is possible to receive 
communications through the Internet from the external terminal. [0040] In this 
connection, the difference between the case where the terminal pel sends 
communication, for example, in the above-mentioned system and the conventional 
DHCP server will be described with reference to FIG. 1, FIG. 2 and FIG. 7. Here, FIG. 7 
is a timing chart to show the outline of the operation of the present embodiment. The 
operation between the terminal pel and the like and the DHCP server 4 is similar to that 
with respect to the conventional DHCP server described in a RFC1541 and hence its 
detailed description will be omitted. [0041] When the terminal pel sends a signal 
DHCPDISCOVER, the DHCP server 4 receiving the signal DHCPDISCOVER asks the 
DNS server 1 whether the DNS server 1 has a not-yet-used IP address or not in the 
state where it determines the setting of the terminal (S71 ). If the DNS server 1 has an 
unassigned IP address, it returns a signal ACK 71 to this inquiry to the DHCP server 4 
and the DHCP server 4 returns a signal DHCPOFFER to the terminal pd by the use of 
the IP address assigned by the DNS server 1 . When the terminal pd selects the 
assigned setting information (S72), it puts the FQDN previously set to itself in the Host 
Name option of a DHCPREQUEST and returns the DHCPREQUEST to the DHCP 
server 4. The DHCP server 4 receiving the DHCPREQUEST sends an IP address 
register command to register the relationship between the IP address and the FQDN. 
When the DNS server 1 receives the IP address register command, it returns a signal 
ACK 72 to the DHCP server 4. When the DHCP server 4 receives the ACK 72, it returns 
a signal ACK 73 to the DNS server 1 and returns the corresponding terminal setting 
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DHCPACK to the terminal pd (S73). Here, when the DHCP server 4 does not receive 
the above-mentioned ACK 72 within a predetermined time after it sends the above- 
mentioned IP address register command, it sends the IP address register command to 
the DNS server 1 once more. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Kohno to include wherein the release data 
packet contains further instructions for the second server to send an update to a domain 
name server to delete an entry mapping the prior network address to a name for the 
client data processing system, and wherein creating is initiated only after the current 
network address has been bound to the client data processing system: sending the 
release data packet to the second server; [[and]] storing the new network address and 
an identification of the first server in order to provide bus media which not only have a 
high performance but also meet plug-and-play requirements, with which hot-plug-in is 
possible, of which connectors and cables are easy to handle with. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashley d. Turner whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1603. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 7:30a.m. - 
5:00p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached at 571-272-1915. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-270-2603. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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